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Faith Focus 
About St. Paul…..Saul was born of a family 

of pure Jewish lineage at Tarsus in Cilicia.  His 
father enjoyed the privileges of Roman 
citizenship.  Saul was born a Roman citizen 
and was educated in the strict observance of 
the ancestral Law.  As a zealous Pharisee, he 
developed into a religious fanatic against the 
infant Christian Church and took part in the 
stoning of the first martyr, St. Stephen as well 
as the persecutions of Christians that followed.  
Saul experienced a conversion on the road to 
Damascus and he was immediately converted 
to the Christian faith with a name change to 
Paul. 

Pope Benedict XVI has authorized the 
granting of indulgences to highlight this Pauline 
year.  An indulgence is a remission of the 
temporal punishment a person is due for sins 
that have been forgiven.  Conditions for the 
special Pauline year indulgence include the 
normal requirements set by the church for all 
plenary indulgences:  that the person goes to 
confession, receives the Eucharist and prays 
for the intentions of the pope.  Pope Benedict 
established the Pauline year to run from June 
28, 2008 to June 29, 2009 to mark the 2,000th 
anniversary of the saint’s birth.   

To learn more about St. Paul or to 
celebrate the life of St. Paul as a family, visit 
the Pflaum Publishing website for free online 
reproducibles.  We celebrate the feasts of Sts. 
Peter and Paul on June 29.  We celebrate his 
conversion on January 25. 

Mrs. MA Shaw 

 
 
 

We have had to cancel school, …..so  
far, four (4) times this school year. Those days must 
be accounted for according to Department of 
Education guidelines. Rather than extend the school 
year, which we will have to do if we miss any more 
days, we have shortened President's Weekend 
break and cancelled our "Snow Days" built into the 
calendar. 
    We were closed September 15th & 16th for 
flooding issues and January 15th and 16th for frigid 
outdoor temperatures. 
We will make up  for those days by: 

 
· Shortening Presidents weekend form February 

13th thru 16th to February 14th thru 16th. (1day 
made up) 

· Canceling Snow days March 13th and May 
11th.                (2nd and 3rd days made up) 

· The 4th day made up will be covered from one 
extra day built into the calendar. 

 
Some families have scheduled events for 

President’s Weekend and the "Snow Days". I do 
expect our students to be here on those make-up 
days, but I understand that creates a hardship on a 
family that has invested in scheduled events.  

As outlined in the Family Handbook, parents 
must  notify the office and teacher in advance of 
that family event that will require the student’s 
absence, and then  the absence will be excused . 
The student will then be able to make up any 
missed work when they return and agree on those 
make-up arrangements with the teacher. 

I will always try to honor a Parents wishes as 
long as it is not excessive ………but please…please 
understand parents must  notify the office and 
teacher in advance.  

The make up days and change in the schedule 
will not make everybody happy but it must be done. 



 
 
 

The winners of the daily/week drawing for the 
Catholic Question Quiz were:  
 

Kindregarten            Isaac Willilams  
1st grade                     Anthony Pizano  
2nd grade                    Anna Engel  
3rd grade                     Maggie O'Brien  
4th grade                     Arianna Villareal      
5th grade                     Yulissa Vasquez  
6th grade                      Jonathan Krienke  
7th grade                      Zachary Banasiak  
8th grade                      Kayla Rivera  

Family Service Hour Update 
 
 Part of the reason Catholic School Students excel over their public 
school counterparts is because they see the value their parents place on 
education when they are actively involved in their schools. Parents are 
required to be involved in 20 hours of service to St. Bridget. If parents 
choose not to do this they can buy back the hours at $20 per hour, billed 
at the end of the year. Current service hours per family are listed below. 
 

 

          
O'ROURKE 20+   15+ 
POSTMA   20+   15+ 
SANTOS   20+   15+ 
AKERS   20+     
ANTCZAK   20+     
ARAUZ (M) 20+     
BARKER   20+     
BENOIT   20+     
COOLEY   20+     
ERNST   20+     
FLORES   20+     
GUERNSEY 20+     
HEURING   20+     
HOWERTON 20+     
JACKOWSKI 20+     
KNIGHT   20+     
KRIENKE   20+     
LENSKI   20+     
MARCAYDA 20+     
McCOLLUM 20+     
MEYER   20+     
NOWAK   20+     
O'BRIEN   20+     
OROSZ   20+     
PACHECO 20+     
PARLOCK 20+     

 

PAUWELS 20+     
PAWLAK   20+     
PERETIN   20+     
REPLIN   20+     
ROBINSON 20+     
SAN ANTONIO 20+     
SLADIC   20+     
UHLES   20+     
WILD   20+     
OLSON   18     
ARIAS   14     
YOUNG (J) 14     
GRABOS   12.5     
REYES   12     
BANASIAK 9.5     
CAVALLARIS 6   11.5 
MOORE   6     
ONOFREY 5.5     
DEL REAL 5     
MULLANEY 5     
HICKMAN   4     
YOUNG (B) 4     
BECK   3     
GONZALEZ (S) 3     
SORRENTINO 2.5     
WEST   2     
WILLIAMS     15+ 

Girl’s Basketball Schedule  
Feb. 7 St. Stanislaus  11 a.m @St. Stanislaus 
Feb. 21 St Mary CP  11 a.m @St. Michaels  
Feb. 22 St. Thomas Moore 2 p.m @St. Bridget 
 
Girl’s Finals 
Mar. 14  

 
Come on out for the final games and support our Bears. 
Visit the NEW concession stand for some warm and cold 
treats.   



2009-2010 Financial Aid Forms  
 

The financial aid forms for the 2009-2010 School year have arrived and they are available in the 
parish office. We encourage every St. Bridget school family with one parent who is an active parishioner 
to apply for this assistance, even if you have applied and not been approved before. 

Every St. Bridget Catholic School family committed to providing a Catholic education for their child
(ren) should take this opportunity …NOW. The assistance awarded to families will help cover  the cost of 
tuition and lessen the financial burden on the family. 

Private School Aid Service  handles all of the applications; information it uses remains confidential 
and it functions as a disinterested third party. The need for assistance is determined by looking at several 
criteria, not just at family income. They look at: total debt (credit card debt, mortgage payments, medical 
expenses), change in income status (new job, changes in salary, loss of income(s), etc), changes in 
marital status in the family, if extended family is supported in the household, how active the family is in the 
parish community, are children in college or a Catholic High school, etc.  

If you are current on your tuition and do not struggle with tuition expenses, we STILL encourage  you 
to apply for Tuition Assistance. 

If you are behind on your tuition or struggle to make payments, we will REQUIRE you to apply for 
assistance before  registration is accepted next year. We will not be lenient with this policy; there is too 
much at stake for our family. Late tuition and tuition not paid threaten the ability of the administration to 
keep St. Bridget solvent. Tuition is essential to the continued existence of an outstanding and exemplary 
school. 

  
Mrs. M. Thompson 

Mr. D. Pearson 

YEARBOOK PHOTOS 
NEEDED! 

Please submit your photos for this year's 
yearbook. We need photos from ALL events - 
especially Autumn and Christmas. It would be 
helpful if you could turn in your photos on CD 
or flash drive (it will be returned) instead of 
via e-mail. Too many photos emailed will clog 
the school's e-mail system. If it's only a few 
photos you may submit them via e-mail to: 
parrot10@earthlink.net. Our yearbook will be 
better than ever this year as it is being built 
using a new software program. Pictures will 
be bigger and page backgrounds will be more 
colorful and detailed. Be sure to order your 
yearbook so you won't miss out on this 
memorable keepsake! Cover art designed by 
Jozef Pawlak. For questions or more info 
contact Mrs. Peretin at the above mentioned 
e-mail or 219-241-6101. 

Thank you! 
Mrs. L. Peretin 

the Style Show Committee 
Needs Your Help! 

 
 

 
If anyone has any empty coffee 
cans (metal) or LARGE baskets 
that you could donate it would be 
greatly appreciated.  Please send 
with your child or drop off in the 
school office. 

 
 

Next Style Show Meeting 
Chocolate Candy Making 

Friday 
March 6th  

 6:00 pm in the school cafeteria 
 

Thanks for your help! 



 
 
 
 
 

In response to an initiative to examine homework 
policies at St. Bridget the Junior High teachers have 
implemented a new program called ZAP, Zeros Aren’t 
Permitted. If a student comes to class without his 
homework the student is sent home with a ZAP notice. 
They then have one day to complete that assignment 
and receive a one letter grade deduction from the 
earned grade. If that assignment is not turned in, the 
student will stay and complete the assignment after 
school with a junior high teacher until it is done. 
Students will not normally be kept after 4 o’clock. If 
parents are not there to pick them up at that time they 
will be sent down to after school care for their safety. 
This effort is designed to stop students from getting 
zeros and get them to do homework.  Once the less 
motivated student realizes they will have to stay after 
school to finish assignments, we anticipate students will 
be more …motivated to complete their work. The goal is 
to improve student performance and insure that 
students are doing their homework.  
  The staff will continue to examine homework policy 
and make changes that will help St. Bridget students. 

 
 
 
  

Students from practically every state and several 
countries will compete this year in the 40th Knowledge 
Master Open academic competition. The teams, consisting of 
fifth and sixth grade students, use computers to answer 100 
challenging questions from all curriculum areas. The 
questions in the competition are multiple-choice. Teams have 
two chances to answer each question. Points are awarded by 
accuracy and speed.  

This year's team includes: Dylan Barker, Lauren Young, 
and Brianna Howerton from sixth grade, and Jessica Parlock, 
Madison Beck, and Noah Davis from fifth grade. Once again, 
Mrs. Spencer will serve as academic coach. There are two 
parts to the competition, a winter contest and a spring 
contest. Schools will be notified of their ranking in the 
competition towards the end of the year.  

 Wish this year's team the best of luck.  
Mrs. C. Spencer 

Dennis Uniform  
website link 
 

Dennis Uniform has a very useful website 
link to explore our School Uniform selections 
at http://www.dennisuniform.com/onlstore/
ShowSchoolCatalog.asp?sc=GSBGH  

Should you have any questions or 
problems, you can contact Darlene 
Carrington at dcc@dennisuniform.com or call 
1-800-544-7123, ext. 301.  
 

Thank you for your time,  
Darlene Carrington  

Dennis Uniform  

 
 
 
We had a very nice response to our 

request for Coats and Toys from the children 
and parents of the St. Bridget School 
Community. Your generosity benefited many 
children who would not have much to be 
thankful for otherwise. Mr. Pearson will put 
pictures of our gifts on display on the SBS 
website soon. 

Thank you  
Mrs. L. Martin 



X-Box 360 
“Rock Band”  

Contest  

 

Win Cash Prizes 
Where:  St. Bridget Gym 
When:  March 28, 2009 

Sign up now!!! 
$20.00 each player  -  $5.00 to watch 

First Prize $ 300.00 
Second $ 200.00 

Third $ 100.00 
Call now to sign up 688-0136 

 
ROCK BAND CONTEST RULES 

 
All bands must have three band members Singer, Drummer and Guitarist. 
All bands must submit an entrance fee of $60.00 to perform. 
Each band will be required to play 2 Rock Band Songs.  After sign up, each band will be provided with 

1 mandatory Rock Band Song, and the second will be of the bands choice.  
Scoring: Points will be based on the following: 

actual score of both songs 
Appearance (Be a Rock Star)  
Crowd Participation (Bring Your Groupies!!!!!!!!!). 

Cash Prizes will be awarded to the top 3 bands in the “Expert Category.” 
1st- $300.00 
2nd- $200.00 
3rd- $100.00 

Best Buy Gift Cards will be awarded to the top 3 bands in the       
   “Easy Category.” 

1st- 3 - $50 Gift Cards 
2nd- 3 - $30 Gift Cards 
3rd- 3 - $20 Gift Cards 

Event Coordinators reserve the right to change the rules at any time. 



THROWIN BAGS 
SAINT BRIDGET PARISH 

 

BAGS TOURNAMENTS INCLUDE: 16 REGULATION BOARDS, 32 
REGULATION BAGS, CANCELLATION SCORING, AND 

CONCESSIONS 
 

All TOURNAMENTS ARE ON SATURDAY NIGHTS 
REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 6:00PM 
$5 SCRAMBLES START AT 6:30PM 

         
   SATURDAY  
FEBRUARY 14 GYM  FEBRUARY 28 GYM 
MARCH 7 GYM   MARCH 21 GYM 
   APRIL 5 GYM 

 

CONTACT MATT LENSKI AT 219-688-3498 
MRLALENSKI@ATT.NET 

  

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

When children fail to get sufficient dietary energy, particularly in the mornings, their cognitive capacity 
is impaired: their brains do not have sufficient fuel for attention, concentration and learning. This 
interactive relationship between sufficient nourishment and brain function also extends to the emotional 
and behavioral health of children.  
 

· Children who eat breakfast also are sick less often, have fewer problems associated with hunger, 
such as dizziness, lethargy, stomachaches and earaches, and do significantly better than their non-
breakfasted peers in terms of cooperation, and discipline. 

 

· Children provided complex carbohydrate cereals have better mental performance throughout the 
morning  

 

· The consumption of breakfast on the part of children improves overall blood glucose levels which, in 
turn, lead to improvements in both comprehension and memory as discerned on a variety of 
measures  

 

· Brain function is sensitive to short-term variations in the availability of nutrients, suggesting that one of 
the benefits of a nutritional breakfast is to enable children to “improve their educational status”  

 

· Breakfast consumption provides a short-term benefit in improving selected learning skills, particularly 




