Exploring our Catholic Identity

Growing up Catholic at a time when the world that
wasn’t always in tune with my way of life, | remember
Fridays when no meat was eaten (not just during Lent —
all Fridays of the year); | remember not eating or
drinking ANYTHING (well, maybe water) after midnight
the night before attending Mass...and it didn’t matter if
we were going to the 8:00am or 10:30am Mass; |
remember my parents, aunts and uncles, and all adults
| knew who fasted ALL of the days during Lent (except
Sunday); | remember always wearing a hat or scarf on
my head when | entered a church; | remember being
the only ones who prayed before eating at a restaurant,
who couldn’t go anywhere on Fridays during Lent
because we had to “go to the Stations of the Cross”,
who “got ashes on my head” on Ash Wednesday, who
had to come in from outside play on Saturday
afternoons because “we had to go to confession”, and
who raised my hand even when | was in a college
class if | wanted to answer a question or asked
permission to be excused from the room for whatever
reason because that's what | was taught in a Catholic
School.

My identity as a Catholic includes all of the above
and I'm sure you can add many of your own memories.
The basic Catholic teachings about the Trinity, the
Sacraments, Mary, the Eucharist, the Liturgical
Calendar, and our history of the saints are constant
reminders of who we are as Catholics. That we are
one, holy, catholic and apostolic distinguishes the
church established by Jesus to bring salvation to all.
Our unity that is visible throughout the world by our
common allegiance to the Pope and the Bishops
reinforces our mission to be examples of love and
justice. Our identity as Catholics is a statement of our
Christian commitment to love as Jesus loves.

May we always strive to be good examples of
Catholic Christians! Mrs. Shaw

Andrean Open

House

Andrean High School &

is hosting an Open House for
prospective students and their
families on February 13th. from 5:30
to 7:30 p.m. Please enter through
entrance M in the back of the school.
If there are any questions, feel free to
contact Dawn @ 887-5281, ext. 228
or dwojkovich@andreanhs.com

Report Cards
Delayed

We experienced a software glitch that
prevented us from getting report
cards out on Monday last week. We
hope to get this ongoing headache
completely solved by next quarter
reporting time. Mr. Pearson

Next SBS Newsletter February 15th

Catechetical/ gié
Liturgical ///E\\
Day -

The Diocesan Catechetical/
Liturgical Day will be held
at St. Bridget on March 2. We
need several adults to help in
the kitchen. This would qualify for
service hour credit. Please call Mrs.
Shaw and offer your assistance.

Mrs. Shaw




SBS Calendar Events

2/6 Ash Wednesday — Lent begins
217 HSA Meeting at 6:30 PM
2/8 Market Day — pickup at 3 - 4 PM

Fish Fryin Gym -4 -7 PM

2/15 NO SCHOOL - President’s Holiday

2/18 NO SCHOOL - President’s Holiday

2/25 Spring Pictures — 8:30 AM

2/28 % day AM Students — dismissal at 11:10 AM

% day PM In-service — teachers

Attention All Parents!

With the cold setting in, we hope that you will take full
advantage of the uniform items that we have in the Uniform
Swap room. We have been asked by some parents if this
is only a once or twice a year thing that will be going
on. Our answer to you is NO!! We have the uniform items
if you need them. We have had a lot of parents turn in
outgrown or uniforms that they no longer need.

Our only request is that you contact us and let us know
what sizes you may need or if you have items that you
want to turn in. It is still one dollar ($1.00) per item or an
even swap for a bigger size. We do ask that anything that
you do swap, is in good condition and clean. We do have
some emergencies at school that may require a quick
change.

If you need us at anytime of the year, we are here for
you!! With Spring coming, (we hope it will be an early one),
there are shorts here ready to be worn!!

We will be having another school wide uniform swap in
the Spring. We will let you know with the dates and times
for that. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel
free to contact Mrs. Trya Serrano or Mrs. Ikaimi Krienke

Thanks in advance for all of your help!!

Mrs. Ikaimi Krienke
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TRYOUTS

Like all artistic expression, theatre is a
celebration of life's experiences. For children, it
is even more. It is a reaching for the future, an
exploration of what is to come, a lovely excuse
to dream about the path that lies ahead. Any
child can ride a giant crane or become a
princess, a wizard, or a knight in shining armor.
Any child can kick around all the reasons why
princesses do what they do; experience all the
obstacles and triumphs involved in slaying that
pesky dragon. Navigating through a theatre
world is daydreaming in motion. And it can be a
wondrous and nurturing place to grow!
Students in Grades 5, 6, 7, and 8 are invited to
try out for our Spring Program: The Wizard of
OZ. Tryouts will be held on Thursday, February
21, from 3:00-4:00 in the Art Room. A brief,
important meeting will take place on Tuesday,
February 19, from 3:15-3:45 in the Art Room as
well. You must attend the meeting if you wish to
try out!

And don't worry, Kindergarten through 4™
graders, you will ALL have special singing roles
in our program too! After all, what's the Wizard of
OZ without the munchkins?

Mrs. Peretin

The Tuition Assistance Program

The Tuition Assistance Program will provide approximately $500,000 for tuition assistance to Catholic students

of the Diocese of Gary for the 2008-2009 academic year.

The parents of any Catholic student in grades 1-12 attending a diocesan school is eligible to apply for the
program. Those in need of financial assistance are strongly encouraged to apply. Please remember that this is an
assistance program and that it does not provide full scholarships. The funds will be allocated by the Private School

Aide Service.

Parents should obtain a PSAS application for the 2008-2009 school years from their parish office. Only the
PSAS forms are to be used. Application forms may not be Xeroxed. Completed forms (with all pertinent copies,
W2's and tax returns) must be turned in to the parish office no later than Friday, February 29, 2008 at 3:30 p.m. If
the forms are not completed in their entirety or missing any pertinent copies, your application will be denied. A
check or money order in the amount of $20.00 made out to the Private School Aide Service must accompany the

completed application. The processing fee is non-refundable.

Every registered, practicing Catholic is encouraged to apply for this aide. Once the deadline has passed there
will be no other opportunity for financial aide available for the coming school year. The funds for this aide are made

possible by the Catholic Service Appeal each year.




When a student comes in for their 3rd tardy during any
one quarter, the student will be verbally warned and a
form letter will be sent home for parental signature which
must be returned the following day.

When a student comes in with the 4th tardy the parent
and student will need to meet with the principal before
they are admitted back to class.

All subsequent tardies will result in a Saturday School

We Need Yearbook Photos!

It's time once again to start sending in your
photos from the first semester. First Day of
School, Hayride, Halloween Parties,
Thanksgiving, HSA Events, Field Trips,
Christmas....... we need them all! Close-ups are
encouraged, as well as pre-school photos. If
possible, send in hard copies to the Office marked
"Yearbook" Attn. Lisa Peretin, or you can email
them to me as attachments to
parrotl0@earthlink.net (please try to limit emails
to 5 photos or less...choose your favorites!). OR
you can add me as a "friend" and "share" your
Walgreens albums. The Fall and Christmas pages
will be put together soon so don't delay! Thank
you, and look forward to another great SBS
yearbook!

Suspension for each offense.
CONGRATULATIONS to NICK STANISH in 8th
Grade for winning this year's yearbook cover
contest! Nick's design will grace the covers of our
2007-2008 Yearbook!

We accept the responsibility of helping develop
good character habits in our students. Tardiness is the
detriment to the establishment of those habits and
cannot be condoned

Mr. Pearson

Parish Financial report

Attached to this newsletter is a copy of the Parish Financial report for the
guarter ending December 2007 and year to date information as well. Itis
important that you take time to read these reports as we work hard to provide
you with information on not only how contributions are spent but your tuition as
well.

On that note, it is my obligation to report our tuition collection rate to you, as
of January 29, 2008 when I last ran the report:

Total tuition due as of this date is $117,332.87
Total tuition paid as of this date is $78,159.18
Balance due $39,190.69

Collection rate: 66.1%

Please pay your tuition on time. The non-payment of tuition impacts things
like utility bill payment, payroll, employee benefits, right down to our ability to buy
cleaning supplies. Remember that as a private school we do not receive state
funding. Our expenses are paid directly from tuition, fundraising and parish
financial support (collections). We will continue to provide strong academic and
faith based education, but we need your help to continue to make that possible.

Thank you,
Miriam M. Thompson




Wanted:
2009 Style show

Motivated, energetic people who like to have fun while
supporting a good cause!
Positions available on the following committees:
Decorations, Program Book, Food,
Publicity, Invitations/Reservations, Theme Baskets/Silver Tins

Apply in person on
Tuesday, February 12", 2008
6:30 p.m. in the rectory.

At this meeting for the 2009 Style Show
we will be assigning committee responsibilities and discussing the show’s theme.
It is mandatory to attend this meeting if you plan on being involved with this exciting
fundraiser.

Questions?
please call Mrs. Silich 962-2601
or Mrs. Antczak 942-9195

Daddy/Daughter Update

We had a wonderful turnout, 61 couples, for the Daddy/Daughter Date Night. You can see a photo-show
of this event at http://www.photoshow.com/watch/Ny3cQ3BYV. Pictures of this event will be posted soon
on the St. Bridget School website soon.
| just wanted to pass on a special “ Thank you ” to the following:

Mrs. Antczak, Mrs. Silich, & Mrs. Barker — for making a keepsake ornament for the girls

Mrs. Guernsey — food coordinator, helping & organizing this event

Mrs. Antczak — for making the delicious cake

Mrs. Nicole West- for making the banner

Mrs. Peretin — for making snowflakes

Mr. Parlock — donating brownies

Mrs. McCollum — for making the centerpieces

Mrs. Rinkenberger-for helping with the paper work

Committee Girls- Mrs. Howerton, Mrs. Scott, Mrs. Williams, & Mrs. Rivera

Mrs. Asher’s class- for letting us use their snowflakes in the hallway

Also, “Thank you ” to the following “dateless moms” for volunteering their time and/or making a
side dish: Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Young, Mrs. Kratochvil, Mrs. Howerton, Mrs. Akers, Mrs. Rivera, Mrs.
Jackson, Mrs. Pacheco, Mrs. Benoit, Mrs. Beck, Mrs. Alessandrini, Mrs. Meyer, Mrs. Bracich, Mrs.
Castillo, Mrs. Knudson, Mrs. Krienke, Mrs. Lopez, and Mrs. Villarreal.

Thank you, thank you!
Mrs. Uhles

P.S. You can also see a photo-show of the 5™ grade basketball team at http://www.photoshow.com!/
watch/kf6NfOFM




Ticket Count

Our final “Pennies From Heaven”
ticket count was 939 tickets sold
which represents the second highest
ticket sales in the past 10 years. We
would like to personally thank all the
ticket sellers that went above and
beyond in this years raffle. We
would also like to thank the following
people (our apologies if we missed
anyone) that helped sell
approximately 25 tickets the night of
the event.

Terry Jackowski

Rene Antczak

Christine McCollum

Don Parlock

Amy Heuring

Oralia Santos

Rose Hoffman

Tonya O’Rourke

Karen Nowak

Thanks So Much,

Mike Uhles & Greg Ernst

Free Ticket to Six Flags

Students in grades K through 6th grade have an opportunity
to earn a free ticket to Six Flags America. Completed Six Hour
Reading Forms have already been passed out to students which
are due back to their teachers on Tuesday February 19th.

“THANK YOU”

The St. Bridget HSA and Ambre
House would like to thank everyone
for their contribution to the Mardi
Gras Ad Book.

The words “Thank You” seem so
meager in comparison to the support
given by all of you, yet “Thank You”
is one of the highest forms of
gratitude one can express to
another. So, to everyone for their
hard work and support of our efforts
and to everyone who so graciously
contributed to our Mardi Gras Dinner
and Dance, and to everyone who
has donated in the past, we truly
say, “THANK YOU”

Sincerely,

St. Bridget Home & School
Association

Your Input ...Please

The after school “Bear” program is drawing increasing
attention and demands on resources we do not have. The
program was created to assist working parents who absolutely
needed a program after school to safely occupy their children
why they worked. | used it when | was a grade-school parent and
it definitely helped our family when | could not arrive to school on
time.

Concerns:

- An increasing number of parents are coming after six p.m. We
don’t have personnel to cover the service later than that.

- We have too many children in the program, over 30 on
numerous occasions. | do not have volunteers for this
program.

- We may not have the personnel to run this program in the
future. It is not an easy program to staff.

- The program is being used as a convenience and not a
necessity.

- Some parents are disregarding requests to pay for the
service.

- When staff are absent | do not have anyone to cover
supervision.
| would like to continue this program in the future, but it is

becoming increasingly difficult to do that. | am looking at
alternatives and | am open to suggestions. It would help to use
the program, only if needed. Please contact me with your ideas
and concerns. Mr. Pearson

Carson Community Day Update

Please continue to send in your booklet sales money as
Carson's requires that we submit the total amount of booklets
sold on each Thursday of the week. We also have two dates
that we can sell booklets at Carson's, February 9th 2pm-4pm
and February 16th 6pm-8pm. This is a good opportunity to earn
service hour credit and you can sell booklets without having
Virtus training. Please call Jeanine at home 763-6504 or 741-
6818 cell.

Remember that with every 5 booklets sold, your entire family
gets a dress down day!







